Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MANAMA 00829 141109Z 
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141605Z 068625 /53 
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FM AMEMBASSY MANAMA BAHRAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 4498 

CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 829 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS : MASS, PFOR, BA. 

SUBJECT : REAR ADMIRAL THOMAS' CALL ON DEFENSE MINISTER 

REF : STATE 082352 

1 . AMBASSADOR AND COMIDEASTFOR TOOK REAR ADMIRAL THOMAS 
TO CALL ON HEIR APPARENT/DEFENSE MINISTER FOR HALF HOUR 
APRIL 13. MINISTER DID NOT RAISE QUESTION OF SURVEY 
REPORT, NOR OF COURSE DID HIS VISITORS. 

2. BAHRAINIS DELAYED CALL OVER TWO HOURS BEYOND ORIGINAL 
APPOINTMENT; CLAIMED MINISTER HAD "IMPORTANT MEETING" 

WHICH MADE DELAY NECESSARY. PERHAPS MINISTER, WHOM WE 
KNOW TO HAVE BEEN VERY ANXIOUS TO DISCUSS REPORT, WAS 
INSTRUCTED NOT TO DO SO. VISITORS HAD IMPRESSION, AS 

HE SKIRTED AROUND ARMS ISSUE IN CONVERSATION, THAT HE 
WAS BITING HIS TONGUE. 
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